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The Junior Council on World Affairs (JCWA) team has finished another successful year. 
The team brought home a total of 32 individual awards at three major conferences and won 
the “Best Small Delegation” award at the University of Virginia and most recently at the 
Northwestern University Model UN conference. To receive these prestigious team awards, 
members demonstrated their exceptional comprehension of both world issues and their 
assigned country’s policies regarding these issues, their resolution writing, and their public 
speaking and debate skills needed for presentation and defense of their written resolutions. 

JCWA has opened students’ eyes to complex international issues and given them a clearer 
sense of varying political platforms. Student president Suzanne Schiavone, a senior and four-
year member commented, “Solving a problem is much more complex than merely finding 
a solution. It involves reaching a balance between nations with many different agendas and 
needs, and that can be extraordinarily difficult.” Schiavone will continue to learn about this 

BHS’JCWA Team Named Best Small Delegation - Twice

Pictured: front row, from left: Teacher 
and JCWA Advisor Evan Luzar, Matt Baron, 
Suzanne Schiavone (president), and Ananya 
Marathe.

Back row, from left: Joe Hendlin, Eric 
Parris, Michael Pinhasi, Ben Reisman, 
Shauna Tepper, Louie Rosenbaum, and 
Carlos Padilla.

complex balance at Boston University studying 
International Relations. 

Seniors Gilad Ashpis, Abram Feldman, 
Allison Gross, Adam Lauretig, Inbar 
Maayan, Ben Milgrom, Eli Miller, Linda 
Robertson, Suzanne Schiavone and Melissa 
Toth will be missed for their leadership, 
extensive knowledge and experience, but 
JCWA Advisor Evan Luzar feels fortunate 
to have a dedicated group of team members 
returning next year.

Individual honors from Northwestern 
University’s Model UN Conference:

Best Delegate: Matt Baron, Sevy Harris, 
Michael Pinhasi, Louie Rosenbaum, and 
Suzanne Schiavone.

Outstanding Delegate: Adam Lauretig 
and David Silver.

Honorable Mention: Joe Hendlin, Ananya 
Marathe, Carlos Padilla, Eric Parris, Ben 
Reisman, Matt Sabroff, Alex Stern, and 
Shauna Tepper

Sweet Victory at State for Culinary Arts Program
Beachwood’s Excel TECC Culinary Arts students Ori Friedman (Beachwood High School), 

Chelsea Kluk (Mayfield High School), Jessica Palevsky (Brush High School) and Sarah 
Zucker (West Geauga High School) participated in the State Culinary Arts competition on 
April 17th. The team received a gold medal for their food preparation and earned third place 
among 18 teams at State. The menu, which had to be prepared in one hour and 30 minutes, 
consisted of a filet of beef with stilton portobello sauce, steakhouse salad with poached eggs 
and garlic croutons, potato gnocchi, sautéed asparagus, and a mint dark chocolate custard.

This competition required a substantial amount of time, dedication, and effort and the 
students’ hard work and talent did not go unnoticed. By earning a gold medal, these students 
have qualified for culinary scholarships at Sullivan University, Johnson and Wales, and 
Connecticut Culinary.

Pictured, from left: Juniors Chelsea Kluk, Jessica Palevsky, Sarah Zucker and Ori Friedman.
Advisors are Chef Kortze Wilson, Danette McHale, and Jill Smith.
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Teacher Greg Perry Honored as First Local Green Hero
On April 23rd, Greg Perry, Excel TECC Marketing Teacher at BHS, was honored 

in NYC as the first recipient of the annual Local Hero Heart of Green Award from The 
Daily Green, a major online green website. Perry was in good company with celebrities 
and green activists to celebrate the honors and to share inspiration for a greener world. 

The Daily Green annually honors people, organizations and companies that have “taken 
the green message to the mainstream — to the "heart" of the American people.” The Green 
Dream class nominated Perry this past fall as deserving of this recognition for the work he’s 
led to better the environment, for being a role model in Northeast Ohio for the Green Dream 
eco-friendly showcase, and for inspiring other up-and-coming green classrooms across the 
globe. eBay, an awards sponsor, gave a generous $5,000 donation to The Green Dream. 

Photo ID: At the Awards ceremony, The Daily Green's Dan Shapley (from right), 
actresses Connie Britton (NBC's Friday Night Lights) and Alicia Silverstone (most 
famous from Clueless), and our very own Mr. Greg Perry, at the Heart of Green Awards.

Photo Credit: Doug Goodman. 

Two Students Honored by 
Earth Day Coalition 

Fourth grader Samuel Connor and second 
grader Jing-Jing Shen have been recognized 
for taking green to a new artistic level in the 
Earth Day Coalition’s 2009 Art, Poetry, and 
Essay Contest. On April 19th at the Cleveland 
Metropolitan Zoo amphitheatre, the Earth 
Day Coalition honored both students for 
their environmental-themed artwork that 
was selected from hundreds of entrants in 
their respective age brackets. 

Connor’s colored pencil drawing 
incorporated the Coalition’s theme of 
“Organic foods for healthy bodies and a 
healthy environment.” Shen’s drawing 
featured key elements of the theme “Everyone 
can recycle.” Both students were awarded 
the Hope and Stanley Adelstein Award for 
Excellence and also received cash prizes at 
the ceremony. Their work was displayed at 
the zoo and is now traveling to area libraries 
and venues in Northeast Ohio and will also 
be featured on the Coalition’s website.

Pictured, from top: Samuel Connor and 
Jing-Jing Shen along with their award-
winning green-themed pencil artwork.

Powered Up and Ready for 
State Writing Competition
Eighth grader Jessica Gill has qualified for 

the State Power of the Pen competition by placing 
22nd out of 182 students in a regional tournament.  
Students had to develop stories from writing prompts 
and were given three, forty minute sessions to create 
three unique stories. These were then critiqued on 
elements of dialog, development of the character, 
and descriptive language. Writers are expected 
to have strong sentence structure, a good use of 
vocabulary, and a conflict in their story, which 
were all elements that Gill mastered in her entry.  
She will be traveling to the College of Wooster at 
the end of May to compete at State.

Photo: Power to Jessica Gill as she gets ready 
for State.
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spot to qualify for the State tournament. The team is eager to gear 
up again next fall to make a new mark at State in 2010.

Science Olympiads, a student organization, that has an emphasis 
on problem solving and hands-on/minds-on constructivist learning 
practices, has achieved ground-breaking honors for BHS 
this year. This was the second year that the Olympiads 
team qualified for State, but a first for a top 10 finish by 
placing 8th among 40 teams that qualified to compete at 
the State tournament.

The road to their strong finish at State started in the 
fall with students actively preparing and building on their 
experience from their first State competition in 2008. 
Advisor Jim Burton explains, “Each student took it upon 
themselves to spend hours of time studying, researching 
the Internet for information, and meeting with teachers and 
other professionals who specialize in a particular area.” 
At each invitational meet, the team participated in all 23 
divisional categories with smaller subgroups of the team 
handling specific categories. 

A category that the team dominated was “It’s About 
Time,” which required students to use non-electrical devices 
and mechanically build a clock that would measure time in intervals 
between 10 and 300 seconds. That categorical team was comprised 
of Sean Zimmerman and Jason Tabachnik; together they placed 
first out of approximately 40 teams at three separate invitational 
tournaments. Another category was “Cell Biology,” which was led 
by team members Julie Sanders and Mengzhi Wu. This group 
administered a series of lab practicums that were assessed by judges. 
The group placed third in the category and also helped secure BHS’ 

A Horizons team at BMS competed with tens of thousands of 
students in the foreign and domestic Knowledge Master Open 
academic competition on April 16th. More than 2,000 middle 
school, junior high and high school teams faced their computers 

Science Olympiads Achieve Top 10 State Ranking

Horizons 7th and 8th Grade KMO Team Clinch 4th Place in the State
to answer 200 challenging questions in the event, earning points 
for the speed and accuracy of their answers. The 16 students on 
the seventh and eighth grade BMS team scored 1,431 out of 2,000 
possible points to place fourth in the state among competing 

middle schools. Designed to stimulate 
learning and recognition for academic 
achievement, the Knowledge Master 
Open runs on classroom computers to 
allow all students the opportunity to 
compete in a large academic event without 
needing to leave the site.

Back row, from left: Nick Albaugh, 
Jake Lowenkamp, Jonah Firestone, 
Urs Fischer, and David Litwin.

Middle Row, from left:  Horizon 
Language Arts Teacher and KMO Advisor 
Patrice Messer, James Starkman, Julia 
Winkler, Maddie Adelman, Abby 
Ordillas, David Corty, and Josh Toly.

Front row, from left: Eli Lawas, Annie 
Adelman, Sam Diamond, Zach Davis, 
and Lizzie Bream.

The July issue will highlight the Class of 2009 
final college decisions and senior awards.

Sporting their chemistry equation “Cool as Menthol” t-shirts 
are State Science Olympiad team members:

Back Row, from left: Sean Zimmerman (team captain), Jason 
Tabachnik, Duncan Rodriguez, Hojai Han, Weilin Zou, Ling 
Shen (team captain), Alex Wertheim, Mengzhi Wu, Ben Reisman, 
Austin Haynesworth, and Advisor Jim Burton.

Front Row, from left: Yuxi Zheng, Lauren Wyman (team captain), 
Sophia Wu, Julie Sanders and Brynne Sekerak.


